The Canadian gift of great generosity.
The harvest of 1879 went from bad to disastrous and the government, fearful that another famine
was looming, tried to initiate a rapid response almost a pre-emptive strike to ameliorate the worst
anticipated scenario. It sought advice from the Office of Public Works (OPW) as to what measures by
way of public works might be initiated to meet the imminent threat. On 31st of October and the 7th
of November 1879, the Board of the OPW submitted memoranda outlining projects on land drainage
and reclamation, the construction of new fisheries Piers and Harbours, and major arterial drainage.
The OPW had in fact been well ahead of the Government as on July 23rd, 1879 it had already
submitted for Treasury sanction a list of 23 memorials for Piers previously recommended by the
inspectors of fisheries.
The Treasury authorized the OPW to advance loans, and the grand juries to hold extraordinary
presentment sessions, in order to initiate immediate relief works, actions that were legitimized
respectively by the forced relief of distressed act of 1880, Passed by parliament on the 15th of
March 1880. The construction of fisheries Piers was being cast, once again, as a relief work solution
to anticipated famine crisis.
The crisis anticipated in the country was brought to the attention of the world in letters and
newspaper reports circulating widely in Europe and North America. In response early in 1880s the
Government of Canada magnanimously gave a gift of $100,000 more than £20,000 at the time
equivalent to millions of euros today depending on the method of calculation for the relief of
distress in Ireland.
On the advice of the secretary for the Colonies, Sir M.E. Hicks Beach said, this sum must be
administered by a special committee of six persons drawn equally from Mansion House committee
for the relief of distress, (set up and chaired by Edmund Dwyer grey (1845-88), Lord Mayor of Dublin
and proprietor of the Freeman's Journal newspaper) and the relief committee of the Duchess of
Marlborugh, wife of the Lord Lieutenant
Of the 29 Piers supported by the Canadian Committee at the time, eight we're in County Galway and
one in North Clare which were Smeerouge, Pollnadhu (Ardmore), Inislacken, Bush Harbour,
Roundstone, Doleen, Leenaun, Glengevlagh. (See Table 1.10 below). Some of these also benefited
from other charitable donations as well, and these are indicated in the table below.

By the time the Committee was wound up in February 1881, The Canadian fund had expended a
grand total of £21,000 on various relief measures, haven given more than £11,100.00 for the
purchase of boats and nets for poor Fishman in addition to its contribution to the Piers. It was
altogether a most munificent gift, magnanimously given by the Parliament and People of Canada, it
deserves to be better remembered acknowledged and suitably commemorated today.
Other charitable benefactors also helped.
Fr. Thomas Flannery Parish Priest of Carna and Ballyconneely gave a generous £130 pounds towards
Doleen Ballyconneely.

Extract below from letter to Canadian Ambassador:There is also a secondary Canadian connection with our village which may be of interest to you and
maybe if all goes to plan you could also visit the grave of the Canadian airman W/Op/Air/Gnr: P/O.
Ivor Ernest Smithson J/89117 RCAF Age 23, who is buried a short distance from the pier both of
which sites which are inter-visible.
Please see the link below detailing the history of flight 407 Squadron Crest 11.03.1944 No. 407
Squadron Wellington XIV HF311 -H F/O. Edmund M. O'Donnell
At 21:58 hours on the night of 11th March off the west coast of Ireland, Flying Officer O’Donnell and
crew had made contact with U-256 which had surfaced to recharge her batteries. From German
naval reports found after the war, as the Wellington approached on the bombing run it was seen to
crash into the sea without being fired upon by the submarine. What the real cause of the crash was
remains unknown, but, perhaps due to an incorrect altimeter, the crew was unaware of their actual
height in the darkness and crashed into the sea. While the bodies of five of the crew were never
recovered and have no known grave, P/O. Smithson’s body was washed ashore on July 9 1944 near
Ballyconneely, County Galway, Republic of Ireland and identified by the metal identity disc around his
wrist. He was buried the following day in the cemetery there.

